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Seven Oaks Board of Directors election

Ballots will be counted at a Special Members' Meeting on
Tuesday, March 6, at 9:30 a.m., in the auditorium to
determine the new board for 2012-2013. Election results will
be announced at the Annual Meeting of Members on
March 13, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. in the auditorium.

Community elections

Absentee ballots for the upcoming RB Planning Board
election to be held on March 3 will be available at the Seven
Oaks Community Center mid February. Voters unable to vote
on March 3 may stop by the center and fill out a ballot
beforehand. Twenty elected members represent Rancho
Bernardo's seven communities to advise the City Planning
Commission and City Council on land use issues in Rancho
Bemardo. Seven Oaks member Estelle Wolf is hoping to
represent Seven Oaks (District E) for a two-year term. She
has had forty years' management experience in the health
industry.

A wonderful opportunity! The Seven Oaks Board of
directors has approved renovation of the Woodcrafters Club
shop. The club has approximately 65 members, many of
whom have used the shop sparingly because of dust in the air
that affects allergies. We will soon install a cyclone dust
collection system and air filtration system. The shop will be
reconfigured for efficiency, safety, and ease of use. Members
of the club are volunteering to set up the equipment. The
club will also upgrade many of the hand and power tools, and
classes on their use will be provided when the shop reopens.
When completed, our shop will be one of the best club wood
shops in North County. The shop will be closed for a week in
February or March, so please plan accordingly. If you are not
currently a member, now is the time to become one. Call
Wayne Bennett at 675-2202.

Jerry Coats reaches tenure

Our manager Jerry Coats has reached his 10-year mark with
the Seven Oaks Community. We're going to have a
celebration and everyone is invited. Come and join Jerry to
thank him for his service. The celebration will be held on
Sunday afternoon, February 26, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in the
center's auditorium. If you would like to bring a card with
your good wishes, we will have a basket available to collect
them. Stop by and have a cup of coffee and a piece of cake
and say "thank vou" to Jerry.

There is an insert in this newsletter about publishing a
commemortive book in celebration of Rancho Bernardo's
50th Anniversary. The directory would feature our history,
activities, and include photos. Please read the information,
plan to participate, and become a part of the history of our
community for those to follow. Seven Oaks will celebrate
our 50th anniversary with a special event on Saturday,
October 13, 2012.

Change in plans!
The Community Center will NOT
BE CLOSED Saturday, January 28, 2012

for parking lot resurfacing. Because of
unpredictable winter weather, resurfacing will take
place at a yet-to-be-determinded date in the
spring.
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Happy Valentine's Day

Board of Directors meetings: second Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m., rooms 3-4. Minutes are posted in the lobby and at 7oaksrb.com.

Jerry Coats, General Manager « 16789 Bernardo Oaks Dr.» (858) 487-4058 « Office hours M-F: 9:00 a.m. —noon & 1:00— 4:30 p.m.



Information of interest

A tree is just a tree--until it grows in Seven Oaks

A homeowner recently asked: I complained about a tree in a
neighbor's yard that was higher than the roof of the house. The
Architectural Committee did not require the neighbor to cut the
tree down to size. Seems to me the CC&Rs are pretty clear on
this. What's going on?

You are correct that the CC&Rs are clear. The second sentence of
Paragraph 28 of the CC&Rs says: "Trees on the same level of the
house should not exceed the height of the house."”

Having read that sentence, walk down any street in Seven Oaks
among the 1,249 single family homes and the 410 condos. You will
see hundreds of trees, maybe as many trees as there are houses, that
exceed the height of the house.

Indeed, there may be more trees higher than houses in Seven Oaks
than there are trees shorter than houses. Looking at all those tall trees,
it is unquestioned that hundreds of them have been "out of
compliance" for years and years.

Clearly this part of our CC&Rs has not been applied.
What gives?

Back in 2006, some five-plus years ago, the Seven Oaks Board
decided to do something about this and formed a division of the
Architectural Committee called the "Tree Committee." The Tree
Committee was charged with gathering complaints about too-tall trees
and then getting them cut down.

The six people on the Tree Committee swept through Seven Oaks in a
blaze of enforcement. By the end of November 2006, six weeks later,
they had accumulated 225 written complaints about trees that
exceeded the height of houses. Their guidelines said that if they didn't
have compliance in 90 days, they could send in a crew to do the work,
then file a lien against the homeowner for the costs. There were no
exceptions for any type of tree.

There was soon an uproar of protest over the Tree Committee.

Reacting to this, the Seven Oaks Board in December of 2006
undertook a poll of Seven Oaks homeowners. Four people from the
League of Women Voters tabulated the results, two to do the counting
and two others checking the ownership status.

A total of 1,185 votes were counted. Of these, 644, or 54%, voted to
have the tree height restriction removed from the CC&Rs.

The Idea of "Waiver"

There is another reason, as well, not to attempt to enforce the tree
height restriction. This is the legal concept of "waiver."

The idea of waiver as it applies to communities like ours is that if a
board ignores a rule violation that is open and obvious for a
significant amount of time, they have then "waived" the right to
enforce the rule acainst an owner and bv extension aoainst anvone

Clearly, the tree-height restriction has been ignored for a long, long
time, and as a result, it's no longer enforceable.

If you would like to discuss this, or any other topic, with a member of
the Architectural Committee, please call the office to arrange an
appointment.

By Bill Spencer, Chairman, Architectural Committee

A Must Read for peppertree owners

If you have a Brazilian Peppertree (Schinus aterebinthifolius) in your
yard, please read this.

Most of these trees were planted innocently years ago by owners who
were unaware of their problems. Although they are beautiful, with
attractive blossoms and red fruit, they are not an approved species of the
San Diego Urban Forestry Service; the California Invasive Plant
Council lists them as an "invasive plant." Florida has outlawed this
species altogether. Why?

Brazilian Peppertrees develop invasive roots, often with suckers, which
may result in your neighbors having to contend with suckers sprouting
from your tree's roots. When the tree is removed, it is imperative to treat
the stump with herbicide, because this tree will re-grow vigorously from
roots only 3/4" in diameter.

These trees are a member of the same general family as poison oak and
poison sumac. Persons who are sensitive to these plants may develop a
"poison-oak" type of rash when they trim a Brazilian Peppertree or even
if they handle its trimmings.

You can help by never planting a Brazilian Peppertree in your yard. If
you have one already, please take great care to control it.

A good place for rats and rabbits. That sums up the Juniper
problem pretty well. Properly trimmed and maintained, Junipers are
nice to have around. Many of our Junipers were planted when our
house was built, without much trimming since. Cut back to the
original trunks, the cozy home for rats and rabbits is gone and in its

nlace are little Timiner treec

Have you seen our website? Seven Oaks has had a wonderful website
for some time now. Many of you access it on a regular basis. At
www.70aksrb.com you can find a variety of useful information
concerning our Seven Oaks community from CC&Rs to news you can
use. Among it all is a copy of the same S-O-N that is delivered to your
door each month, and it's free and available whenever you want it.

Each time you get your newsletter from the website you help control
costs. Cost control is a serious and continuing problem. Can you help by
accessing the website for the S-O-N? If you are willing to stop your
"doorway delivery" and get your S-O-N from the website, please stop
by the office and fill out a form. You can also email
sevenoaksrb@sbcglobal.net to request ending home delivery. Be sure to
include your card key number (if you have a card key) and your name
and property address.









